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Ci:ackdowrn in the Oaks
by Phil Gautreau

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: The Portland Police Department has
announced plans to actively rid Deering Oaks Park of gay- men who
are gathering there at night for sex. Police will be using male "decoy"
or plain clothes officers to entrap men who approac_l1 them. Arrests
have already" begun and na~es of the johns and prostitutes have been
printed in Portland newspapers.

left to right: Bob Ebersole, Lunenburg, Mass. Town Clerk: Jeff Snow, C.A.I.R. Office
Manager: Bonnie McGinley, Chairperson of the C.A.I.R . Board: Robin Lambert of
Portland: Bruce Decker, Founder of C.A.I.R,

Gay and Republican
by Robin Lambert
resident Reagan said in his Inaugural Address, " We are creating a nation once again
vibrant, robust and aliv.e. But there are many
mountains yet to climb. We will not rest until every American enjoys the fullness of
freedom, dignity and opportunity as our
birthright.''
Thousands of Republicans from around
the country heard President Reagan make
that statement as he began his second term
as President of the United States as they
gathered in Washington to celebrate the
event. Amon~ those activist Republicans in
Washington celebrating President Reagan's
Inauguration were many gays and lesbians
belonging to a new moderate to conservative
group called Concerned Americans for Individual Rights (C.A.I.R.). These individuals want to make sure that President
Reagan, along with other moderate to conservative elected officials, truly supports that
strong statement and that it applies to all
Americans including gays and lesbians.
C.A.I.R. is made up of conservative to
moderate lesbians and gays who feel
frustrated at being_caught between radical
gay activists who insist that our rights as individuals be linked to ultra liberal politics
and far right intolerants who use
homophobia not only to encourage
discrimination against gays and lesbians but
also to deny us our basic rights as
individuals.
C.A.I.R., in a reasonable and responsible way , will seek to change the views of
many opinion leaders by presenting an accurate picture of the many positive contributions made to the American society by gays
and lesbians. C.A.I.R. will point out that the
great majority of lesbians and gays are
honorable, productive, law abiding citizens
who share the basic values and principles
upon which this nation was founded and
simply wish to enjoy the same rights and
freedoms of all Americans.
For a long time I have been concerned that
the vast majority of the activists in the lesbian/gay community have been extremely

liberal to radical in their political
philosophy. While I truly believe they have
made tremendous contributions to all
gays/lesbians by being out front and fighting
against the oppression that all homosexuals
face, I also believe they have presented the
impression that all gays/lesbians are liberal
to radical. Obviously this is not true. We all
.know the lesbian/gay community is as
diverse in its political beliefs as the population as a whole. continued on page 4

This ''serious ~rackdown'', according to Major Steven Roberts of the Portland Police
Department, is "in response to complaints that have [recently] been lodged with city
councilors, the mayor, and the chief [of police]." Roberts said the complaints were from
individuals who claim to have been "openly approached by gay men for sexual favors"
in the park. When asked by Our Paper if there was any connection between this crackdown
and a recent article entitled "Male Hustling" which appeared on the front page of the
Portland Evening Express in mid-January, Roberts denied this. The article cited the lax
police enforcement of sexual activities in Deering Oaks.
"We: are serious about this problem .. . we are going to go forth with this action just
as we are doing more strict enforcement of the prostitute and john laws in other parts
of the city.' ' The Deering Street area was mentioned by Roberts as one of these areas
althouj•h this area is noted for heteros¢xµal rathef than gay prostitution.
Robt,rts denied that this action by the P.P.D. has· homophobic undercurrents. "We
don't want to destroy the relationship we have with the gay community but we have
no otht:r political alternative but to enforce the law. Now that we have the manpower
to deaj, with this problem we are committed to doing something about it."
According to Roberts, cruising and sexual activities in the Oaks are ''becoming too
blatant. .. we have to take steps to bring about some control.''
NOTE TO READERS: What are your reactions to the police department's actions?
Do youi want your opinion to be heard? If so, call Mayor David Brennerman at 775-5454,
or Majer Steven Roberts at 775-6361. They want to hear from our communitv.

Tolerarice ·Da)r Cancellation Up.h eld .
by Julia Flanagan
Midway through the courtroom tes.timony
of SAD 59 School Board member Barbara
Flannery in the continuing lawsuit over the
cancellation of "Tolerance Day" at
Madison High School, Justice Donald G.
Alexander interiupted the attorney's questions to pose one of his own :
"What should be done in the high schools
to avoid the tragedy that happened in
Bangor?" ·
The Judge was referring to the July 1984
death by drowning of a young Bangor gay
man, Charles Howard, at the hands of three
youths who attended Bangor High School.
Flannery, a ten-year veteran of the
Madison School Board and a professional
social worker, responded to the judge's
question , saying, "I don't know. I've never
pondered that.''
·
This exchange was one of several during
the two days of testimony in Kennebec
Superior Court in Augusta when Justice
Alexander would display his apparent sympathy with the plaintiffs, a Madison High
School teacher, a student, and lesbian activist Dale McCormick who had been i_nvited
to speak at Tolerance · Day originally
scheduled for January 25.
·
She was scheduled to be one of several
representatives· of minority groups, including an American Indian, a handicapped
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Dale McCormick,

Sonia Roach, David Solmitz
person,. and members of religious minorities 25. The SAD 59 School Board cancelled the
who were to speak on the issue of social entire Tolerance Day Symposium at its
. tolerance at the school-wide forum organ- meeting on Monday, January 21, citing conized by David Solmitz, a Madison High cerns about "safety , order ,and security at
the school." Solmitz, Madison High
history teacher.
When word of the scheduled appearance freshman Sonia Roache, and Dale McCorof a leslbian travelled through this small town mick brought the lawsuit with the backing
40 miks north of Augusta, the school board of the Maine Civil Liberties Union.
was deluged with phone calls protesting
A preliminary lawsuit sought· a TemMcCormick's appearance and containing porary Restraining Order to force Madison
"veiled threats" of disruption on January High School to hold Tolerance Day as ·
continued on page 3

!!LETTERS
To Our Paper:
In your published interview with the
Rev. Doug Strong you reported his comments on his experience with his congregation. Your report would have been
more balanced had you interviewed, in
addition, leaders of All Souls Unitarian
· . · Churcti in Augusta.
· Y.qu :correctly report that Doug was the
first openly-gay minister hired by an
American ·Unitarian ·congregation, and
justifiably · praise. Doug for being a
pacesetter. in this· regard. But you fail to
, give -recognition· to the congregation
which, though located in a region both
polit.ically conservative and religiously
fundamental, did not turn their back on
a promising candidate once they learned
. that he was gay. To be sure, it took a
-three-hour meeting for them to resolve
. their questions and concerns about hiring
. · an openly gay minister, but that would
seem all to their credit: perhaps members
. · . were confronting some of their own and
each others' fears and ignorance in the
course of that meeting five years ago. The
point is that they went ahead and de-<:ided
to hire ~ug, an act which Our Paper expressed' n·o credit.
"Homophobia" on the part of the congregation is briefly- discussed during the
interview. ,/\ number of gay scholars have
p«jinted out elsewhere that that concept is
often·· employed by us in too superficial
and ·too global way. It is so black-andwhite that it misses the more· subtle
nuances of attitude which lie between being
"homophile"
a_n d
being
"homophobic," defined as an irrational
fear of homosexuality and homosexuals.
Does it really make sense to indict a congregation which created such a precedent

a

with the epithet that we reserve for the
likes of Jerry Falwell? Discomforted, yes;
confused, perhaps; ambivalent, no doubt;
but homophobic?
If Our Paper had interviewed leaders
of the congregation it might have learned of their concern about Doug's frequent
lack of consultation with them before acting unilaterally. I will offer one example,
last summer, without consulting the congregation, Doug interested a reporter
from the Kennebec Journal (Augusta) in
interviewing The Rev. Nancy Fritz and
him .about conducting unions (or marriages) between lesbian and g1:1y· couples
in the Gardiner-Augusta .area.' . Most
church congregations consider the conduct of marriages as integral to the
ministry for which they have "called" the
clergyperson, and therefore"of concern to
the congregation. There was ·a fury of
public protest in reaction to the front page
article. Doug felt sober when he learned
the KJ received many phon~ protests
against publication of the article; at least
200 people, he said; can~eUed their
subscriptions. To· his credit, Doug was
awed by this unexpected and unwelcome
response. Like the rest of us, he in 'no way
anticipated such intense homophobia
from the public, but unlike the.rest.of us,
he had a congregation whose reputation
:was .also affected by. hi.s decisiQn to go
p~blic about the gay unions '- exc;ept that
they had been drawn into t.h~ publicity
without ever having been consulted.
I encourage more journalistic balance
on Our Paper's part.
Sincerely,
Richard Steinman

$1,000 REW ARD
for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the
person or persons responsible for vandalism to our property. ·All information will be kept confidential. Contact Cycles
at 772-7264. ·

He1rmaphrodite minister seeks corresJPondence with hermophrodite bi
crossdresser TV transsexuals. Include photo
if possible. Exchange correspondence.
Writte JL Crescimanno, Box 149, Attica,
New York. Rm 19-35.
Set your own hours. Your own business?
Roommate matching i~ a business you can
do part-time; and, if you're sincerely interested you can be the only one to
cooperatively offer the service both locally
and nationwide. Send SASE to Roomies (R),
P .0. Box 3984, San D'iego, CA
92li03-0320.
Malke a friend through the mail. A very
new way to meet and make new friends,
lasting friendship. Send for more information : Pen-Pal, RR #1, Box 8608, North
Vassalboro, ME 04962.
Maine and New Hampsl;tire. Looking for
submissive GM's 18 to 40 for on location
training in good s----- service by 40 year old
master slave trainer. Trainee must be willing to travel, write P.F. Emery, P.O. Box
477 , Intervale, ri!'H 03845 or phone
l-603-356-6101. Discretion is a must.
Gay male, 31, looking for quiet nonsmoking gm. Would prefer non-drinking.
To share apartment. $250/mo. maximum.
Jim Merrill, P.O. Box 4685, DTS, Portland,
ME 04101.
Income tax preparation done by Steve Gervais ,. 871-8650. Reasonable rates.
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HAPPY HOUR THURS. &SUN. -ALL HIGHT!

N

A lecture entitled "Feminism and the
Peace Movement" will be presented at the
Portland .Public Library on Friday , March
8 at 4:00. A reception will follow at the
YWCA on Spring St. at 6:00. At 7:00 there
will be an International Women's Banquet.
Tic~e.ts are $6. for the dinner. Call 780-4289
or 780-4083 for information.
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J.~ Comfortable
Place To Dine ...
til 2 a.m.
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Woodfords Cafe
1291 Spring St. - Portland
772-1374
Eve1ry Wednesday at the Cafe: V2 of all the
money collected from drinks will be donateq
to the Maine Health Foundation to support
I...AIDS work.
...Ill
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,
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Ne-w L~f 1'ooks
438 Main St., Rockland, ME, 04841

. 207/596-0040

We specialize in books by and about women, alternative health care and spirituality.
See our new section <if gay fiction
·
Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10-5:30

OUR PAPER
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The rate for classifieds is $4 for 30
words, 10¢ for each additional word. For
personals add $2 for handling. All ads
must be prepaid. Mail ads to Our Paper,
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, ME 04104. We
ask that you not use sexually explicit
language in your personals. Responses
to personals will not be opened by Our
Paper and will be forwarded to you twice
monthly.

OUR PAPER is published
monthly by the OUR PAPER
Collective, P.O. Box 10744,
Portland, Maine 04104. The
purpose of OUR PAPER is to serve
as a voice for lesbians and gay men
in Maine. We wish the newspaper to
be a source of information, support
and affirmation, and a vehicle for
celebration, by and for members of
the lesbian and gay men's ·
communities. We want the paper to
reflect our diversity, as well.

I Advertisers I=
5

i=

We will consider for publication any
material that broadens our understanding of our lifestyles and of each other.
Views and opinions appearing in the
paper·are those of the authors only.
All material submitted must be signed
and include an· address and/ or phone
number, so we can contact the author
should we need to consider editorial
revisions. However, within the pages of
the newspaper, articles can appear
anonymously, upon request, and strict
confidentiality will be observed. No
revisions or rejections of- material will
occur without dialogue with the author.
We welcome and encourage all our
readers to submit material for
publication and share your comments,
criticisms and positive feelings with us.
Remember, OUR PAPER is Your
Paper!!! DEADLINE for each issue is
the 10th of the month.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions are $12 for one year (12
issues), $20 for two years, and $30 for
three years. Make checks payable to
"OUR PAPER". All submissions and
correspondence should be sent to OUR
PAPER, P.O. BOX 10744, Portland,
Maine 04104.
OUR PAPER COLLECTIVE

i=
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Roommate Wanted. Responsible, quiet
women to share furnished two bedroom
apt., first floor . $65.00 a wk., includes
everything. Parking. Storage. Even small
area for garden. Deering location. Call Lynna. 797-9657 .

EDITORIAL POLICY
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Positions Available:
Bartenders,
waitresses/waiters. Call Paul O'Leary at
The Underground, 773-3315 .

PURPOSE

1
_
1
.
0
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"CO.ME JOIN US"

Roommate Wanted: Friendly, responsible
M/F to share apt. Near Munjoy Hill,
Portland, $175.00/menth includes heat. Call
Jeff, 761-5833.

Announcement

·· L

MAINE'S ONLY PRIVATE GAY CLUB

Auditions, Auditions - For the play Mrs.
James Dean, a melodrama in 3 acts to be
performed at Symposium '85 in May . If
you'd like to try out for a part (2 parts for
women, 4 parts for men) be at the auditions
- Sat., March 9 or Sun., March 10 from
6 pm-9 pm at Luther Bonney Auditorium,
USM Campus, Portland. For more info. call
GP A at 780-4085.

Fred Berger
Diane Elze
Tom Sumner
Barbara Wood

Ginny LaCrow
Skip Brushaber
Phil Gautreau
Norman Brillant

!!!!!!!!!!~Madison ! qontinued from page 1 !!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!~
originally scheduled on January 25 . On a reporter for the Kennebec Journal , who
-Thursday, January 24, Justice Alexander was asked by Davis to describe a telephone
declined to enjoin school administrators to conversation he had with Superintendent
hold Tolerance Day .
Robert Woodbury . Answered Remo : "He
The MCLU continued its suit, asking that said he wouldn 't want to force his students
school administrators be forced to hold to hear a Jewish person any more than he
Tolerance Day , including Dale McCormick, would a gay person.' '
sometime before the end of the current
Superintendent . Woodbury, who has
school year. Testimony was heard in Ken- served· in that capacity less than a year, pronebec Superior Court on February 8 and 11, vided his own corroboration of that
when many of the School Board members testimony when he testified later. He stated
testified , along with SAD 59 School that the two groups who came to mind as
Superintendent Robert Woodbury, and controversiafwere gays and Jews.
Madison High Principal Anthony Krapf. On
Justice Alexander then asked: "You
Thursday , Feb. 14, .Justice Alexander regarded both as controversial?"
denied the plain~iffs' motion in a 22-page
Woodbury : "Yes, I did. "
opinion which contained the following
Superintendent Woodbury also described
words:
the extreme-pressure that had been put on
"ln cancelling Tolerance Day , the School him by Rev . Jasper Wyman , Executive
Board, which makes much of its in- Director of the Maine Christian Civic
dependence in arguments to this court, may League, well-known for his opposition to
have sacrificed its independence to the gay rights, as well as to the Maine Equal
threats of disruption posed by members of Rights Amendment, which his group was in'..
the community . Its decision may have strumental in defeating last November.
"Mr. Wyman said he would be there to
demonstrated what some view as an unfortunate lack of backbone in support of the in- express his thoughts . He said he would have
tegrity of educational programs which can some of his groups present. He called me
only encourage further attempts to restrict three times on Saturday ," said Woodbury .
The superintendent also stated that
the educational choices available to Madison
students. But the Board was within its legal although he received many threats, including
authority in bowing to threats from those reference to possible sabotage of the
who wanted to keep students from gaining school's heating system, he never called the
a greater perspective on different life styles police to request their assistance. Justice
in the outside world ."
Alexander wrote in his Feb. 14 opinion that
While finding no legal grounds to force " Mr. Woodbury acted out of concern that
the school administration to hold Tolerance such an appearance (by a homosexual)
Day , Justice Alexander had for the second would be viewed adversely by some
time , issued a court order which contained members of the community and that this
some words of support for the plaintiffs., The might in turn hurt the school's public imcase will be appealed to the Maine Supreme age and their chances for approval of an im- .
Court with oral arguments scheduled for portant bond issue."
April 29 .
Also introduced into evidence durjng the
The effect of the lawsuit , even though it February testimony was an angry letter from
has failed in its immediate goal, is seen by the Maine State Council of the Knights of
many to advance the cause of gay rights i n Columbus , signed by State Deputy Lee
Maine and .the need for specific gay rights Green and Executive Secretary Gary Allain,
legislation .' As Dale. McCormick told Our and dated-January 2-1": Tl'le lett~r Stlltes--that
Paper, " It's illuminated the issue in a " We feel the stand of the School Board and
palatable way ... the fact that 10% of Maine's Superintendent should have been more rigid
population does not.have equal rights. I hear by not allowing a Lesbian speaker on the
that legislators are shocked. It's really mak- program at all ... High School teachers
ing them think about the need for a gay however, are dealing with fragile ,minds
rights bill."
which do not need to be exposed to LesMcCormick also said that she has been bians , abortionists, and other morally wrong
through several stages of,personal reaction viewpoints ."
during this continuing lawsuit . ''During the
The letter goes on to state that the School
first stage, I was elated. I really love con- Board should "seriously consider if the staff
stitutional law." She said that subsequent member (Solmitz) should have his contract ·
stages have been more difficult, and that she renewed.'' It also says that ' 'the Lesbian is
and her friends have had some concern for a social outcast by choice, in direct opposiher physical safety, although she has re- tion to religious and moral guidelines. " The
letter concludes by saying, "what next, a
ceived no specifi~ threats.
McCormick says that she' has- been ~ el_. communist, .. : '
·
prepared for this struggle over human rights
High Sdrool principal Anthony Krapf was
by her own family background . "I was · also subjected to tough questioning on the
raised in a family where the most honorable second day of testimOflY. At one point, he
thing you can do is stand up for human said , : 'I think you_ha¥e to temper your inrights ." She recalled a time during her st~ction for the community."
childhood in Sigourney, Iowa, when a man
Justice Alexander: "What do you mean
in their town had been accused and arrested by that? "
for a gruesome mass murder . "The whole
Krapf: "That type of program (with a
,
town was just beyond anger, '' said McCor- homosexual) would not have gone in the
mick . "But my stepfather went down to the community I'm from . ·
jail to see that the accused man was being
Alexander: "Where is that.' In the
fed and properly treated, had a lawyer , and South?"
so forth. That made a great impression on
Krapf: "Yes."
me ."
Alexander: "What do you mean by
The two days of courtroom testimony in tempering the instruction for the
February was enlivened by the spectacle of community?"
.
Krapf: ''The community has a say. They
school board members and administrators
undergoing sharp questioning from MCLU should determine the type of programs that
attorney Jed Davis of Augusta. One of the should be offered. "
(
earlv people to testify was Garry J. Remo ,

.
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Mon. - Fri.: 11 :30 am - 2:30 pm
Mon. - Thurs.: 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm
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Sat: 9:00 am - 10:00 pm

Sat & Sun.: 9:00 am - 2:30 pm
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V\Thy Is Gay Liberation
So Important To Me?
I mean people are dying by the thousands
in Ethiopia! Reagan is asking Congress for
more money for nuclear weapons, my car
jlllst got a flat tire and my spare's got a leak,
and my daughter has the flu! Why the hell
is gay liberation so important to me? I am
lying here on my living room floor wrapped in a blanket thumbing through the latest
copy of OUR PAPER wondering how it is
that I am committed to issues involving gays
and lesbians. After all, I identify myself as
a bisexual and a mother and many other
roles $at sometimes seem mutQa}ly ex~lusiye, to the gay and lesbian community.
.. : I've al"1ays been involved in social reform
.o ne ~d or another and it is true that my
: activism has pulled me into issues that I
: w.ould have otherwise ignored. Buy why do
. · I ic~ti[!ually stick my neck out in the face
. · . ot· hom~ppobic.commer:its? I don't have any
lit:alth insurance .. ~ow is my life affected ·
- each time ·a gay man is battered in some park
or when lesbian is denied custody of her
children because of her sexual preference?
As .I was pondering some of these questions and -more ~ began to think about my
unique position within the community as a
. bisexual woman arid a parent and what that
· . adds 'to' my involvement with groups and
organizations. I have found that my position
: has .h~lped ·m e in my political activities,
· '_i~s~ially when I'~ lIT!li8 to develop coali. . ,tic1ns ~ithiµ gro~p.s. , 0.nlY re~ently ~aye I
· come out of my · bisexual ·closet ·and
r:e:ctig~iz~ th_is riovei position a~ pro~i4ing
me with a door into · the heterosexual and
hc,mosexual worlds : My pers~fial/political
life keeps me intimately involved· with gay
liberation and my life as a parent keeps me
connected to the world at large. Within my
own circ_le. of friends I become a clearing
house for information about gay issues and
within the .11;ay community my voice adds a
balance to the decisions we make . am ' a
role model to other parents and-an effective
teacher .against all oppressions, especially
gay oppression. And I realize that all this
has happened because I ·fell in love-with

. of
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by
Ginny LaCrow

another woman and when the honeymoon
was over and the implications of my actions
hit me I was scared SlilTLESS!!! One of
the things that happened Was that I- began to
see my own internalized homophobia ·more
clearly and I knew that I needed to purge
myself of all the · lies · that I grew up
believing. ·
. . . , · '
So why am I in:volved.now?"Why is it still
an important issue in my life? I think it happened when I became.a mother.!?.Does:that
sound strange? I thinldt'swe: My daughter
is one of my key inspirations to continue to
"come out". (Are you- listening :Phyllis
Schlafly?!) I want my daughter to have no
limits on the variety and depth of intimacy
she shares with others as she is -gro.wing. I
want her to know tha( tl)is_world has· many
wonderful ways to.express love and ·s he·can
build her own relatio~hips acco"1iog to her
own path in life. .
,
ft was a long time ago .that I recognized
my ability and desire to love.ang to~ Loved
by both men and women. I never considered
the social taboos or political rantlfi.cations
of my actions until rd done them. l'o ine,
love-making is the human a~t of bop.ding and
one of the many places wh~re ur:icc.mditional
love can be expressed . When I think that
peop!e are harassed and.even killt:4.because
of who they choose to.love it nauseates.me
and sets my heart on fire. we were all hurt
in this way when we : wer~ yqu)J.g and
vulnerable.
Why is gay liberation so 0ii>ortant .to me?
Because I demand the right in this free country of ours ·to make my own choices about
whom to love and what life sty.l e I choose
for myself and I demand the riizht for mv
daughter to make those choices for herself
without the fear of harassment or threat to
life. I know that ~y involvement makes a
difference. I know that each time I take a
stahci as a parent and each time I interrupt
the oppression it makes a difference . I'm
refusing to let anyting get by without a rebuttal, without the truth being heard. It's the
only way I know how to liv.e .
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Subscriptions will be hand delivered to your·d"or ,nonthly
in a plain brown envelope. Ma_ke checks payable tq
Our Paper, P.O. Box 1~744, Portland, Maine ·04104.'

now being served on fridaY. and :satt1:rd~y:::(
evenings after. the bar- · ··· ··· · ·--· -· ·
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I've been a lesbian for' several years. The '
roa'd hasn't been smooth sledding but I feel
that a lot of my problems are behind me .
Who knows what lays ahead? I'm sure that
iny stubborn personality· and my determination can overcome whatever is ahead .
I didn't come to recognize this until my
adult years . I prize my sexual orientation
· and anyone who has ·chosen the same. My
· childhood .. ·and adofescent years were
heterosexual: I look into my past and findno traces of lesbianism. Oh , how my fami' ly ha·s told' me this several times , ''Denise, .
: you. will "Shame · our family name." I had
: tnany "t,oyfriends and little knowledge of
other options ~ I Of!IY wish I knew another
option years ago. ·
· I was married in the 70s and during those
married years had two children. As our
· chil~!en were growing up, I didn't work , but
as ·the· ye~rs went on I became really bored
witfHhe iypical housewife role . My self,esteem and self-satisfaction were disappearing ·and I oegan to stagnate. I paced arou·nd
for ·months ·wondering what to do with my
life. My husband refused to let me work and
we battled over this. day in and day out.
I ' became angry and at this poil}t being
: ailg"ry" is· what I nee'ded to renew my life. I
also knew at this point if I returned to work
my marriage would dissolve. But at .this
point in my life, I didn't have the desire to
put the energy into saving the marriage. I
: was working wi.th·the handicapped, a job I
· love: My working was making me a new
· woman . I had always had one special friend
to pour my heart out to . The friends
changed, but I was spending more and more
energy and time in being with women.
In the late ' 70s my marriage ended in
divorce . The divorce was painful but
divorces aren't simple. The pain I was going through wondering what I was doing to
my sons and parents , friends, brothers ,
sister and many others was tremendous pain.
At times, it is still hard for me to look back
at it. The children we're with their father for
a few months because he didn't want them
living with me in my choice of " life-style."
·Plus he knew this was one way to hurt me,
and at this point he was out to·do just that.
But at divorce time, the court did award
me custody. But I was still unsure how I
would manage raising two childr:en, and
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how niy lesbianf riend·would.feel about this .
But if the court awarded custody of them to
me I felt sure I could do it. At this time , I
needed to prove to my ex-husband and the
world that you can be gay and sti'lrhave your
children.· I was 'feeling, that for once, the
court system put a feather in my hat and I
would be proud to say 'Tm gay" and my
ex-husband didn't take my children from
me .
I didn't make the choice to end my marriage eas-ily and live with my friend. I
remember strongly that I needed to be honest
to myself. In spite of my pain, and believe
me , there were many tears shed, I don't
reg-ret my deeision.
Shortly after my divorce , my' friend and
I split. This was best for us bdth. ' We both
learned a lot from our relationship but ii just
wasn't working out.
' ··
Finally, one very intense ·friendship
. developed into love . l have b!,:en witlr' fuy
partner going on four year,s·.~.My· lrsbian
sister gives me much support and ilh ltrn I
support her.
·
•
The past few months have been very painful, more than I wish to talk or e_v en write
about. Again, I found myself in the hands
of the court system. I took my ex-husband
to court for back child support, something
I had put off doing because I was afraid of
what he would bring tip . Now the time had
come up to go ahead and do what I believe
was right. This past fall I started working
on just that and to get even he decided to
push the fact that his boys were being raised
by two lesbians.
. ·
So the battle began. By having a couple
of lawyers and one very good one, recommended by a friend, a lot of patience, determination and stubbornness and friends to
lean on helped the months of pain and
worry. My partner was much support and
comfort during this time . She dearly loves
the boys and was afraid for us and that we
wpul~ lol>e the111. The holidays came and
went and this still was hanging over our
heads. But the new year came and the court
again awarded me custody .
All of you lesbian mothers or gay fathers
and partners of gay lovers we can chalk one
up for our "team". I won , or Qetter said,
we won.
In spite of all my pain, I don't regret my
decision . It' s nice to be me .
·

by Betsey Hinckley Bi:'?°ks ·
It's not quite spring, although we begin·
. to hope that the end of winter 1s in sight. Unfortunately, to get to that end we must first
go through some of the most unpredictable,
- often muddy weather to "see the light."
Well, this is what Pisces i's all about, folks .
Pisceans display an incredible talent for
holding onto hope in the bleakest hours. In
fact, there is something about -Pisces that
crayes "the final hour" situation. Symboliz.e d by two fish swimming in opposite directions, Pisces people often need a cause or
c1isis to help them forget their worries and
start to heal the world. ' !dealing" is their
special talent.
As the last sign in the zodiac, there is often
something desperate or sad about their demeanor. It's as if they feel they'll be forgotten, left out in the cold, or misunderstood.
Hence, th_e famous Piscean humility and
shyness. Praise them, adore them, anc;l
they'll light up like a match. Then delegate
the jobs to them that no one else wants to
do - martyrdom has great _appeal.
Funny, in trying to analyze the Piscean
personality, I find myself going in circles.
Is that why the sign is symbolized by these
two fish? Let's not be fooled by this apparent
confusion. Some Pisces people do just end
up at the local bar, totally overwhelmed, but
the hearty and healthy Pisceans tend to find
a cause, eventually.
What do Pisceans like to do, besides try"ing to save the world? Well, they're terribly
romantic and often enchanted by the natural
beauty that (one hopes) surrounds us. Take
them to a beach, or a stream or a clean lake.
Moving water soothes them and reminds
them of their own internally fluctuating
moods. Or give them a piece of paper and
a pencil, paint brush or calligraphy pen and
watch the flow. These folks are rarely sh9rt
on artistic imagination.
Pisceans can be, and usually are, incredi~

ble lovers. They won't tell you this, (too
shy) but wind them up and let them go.
Make sure you have plenty of time. Pisces
like to know you all over, inside and out.
These are some of the most sensitive
creatures on earth. Sensuous, subtle, ·
creative. If you're lucky enough to find one
that's in love with you, just go ~ith the flow.
· By the way, don't offend their spontaneity
by requesting repeat performances. These
people work on creating moods, fantasies
and are ever sensitive to the changing needs
of the moment.
To keep things fresh for your Pisces
friend, don't forget those candlelight dinners, moonlit walks, and peace rallies. Experiences, ·sweet and profound, are what ·
they crave.
Get the picture yet? Pisceans are many
sided and their individual charts can tell you
much more but I hope I've given you at least
a little insight into the workings of these
bea~tiful people.
As far as the rest of March goes, I'd really like to throw up my hands and surrender!
All I can say is, expect the unexpected. If
things seem to be flowing in a particular
direction one minute, please don't assume
they '11 keep going that way. There are some
awfully turbulent waters out there this
month.
But March 20th, the Vernal Equinox and
the day after, a new moon in Aries, ought
to be incredible. Like a breath of incredibly
fresh light air, the new astrological year
kicks off. With five planets, by the end of
the month, in apparent backward motion, we
call it retrograde, take this new year to reevaluate the old and really lighten your load.
It'll be time to re-orient and move on.
I'll be with you next month w)th an indepth look at the sign Aries and hints on
what to expect in April. Until then, happy
stargazing!

GAY /LESBIAN REPUBLICANS
continued from page 1
I firmly believe that it is important for our Washington D.C. gay/lesbian bar and disco.
leaders and all other non-gay/lesbian citizens While there I had the opportunity to meet
to reafize that gays/lesbians mirror the rest and talk .with Bruce Decker, a political conof society except for their sexual preference. sultant and founder of C.A.I.R.; Bonnie
This can only be done by having all types McGinley, owner of a construction firm and
of lesbians arid gays speak out aoout the .Chairperson of the C.A.I.R. Board of Direchomophobia and hatred of being spawned tors; Bob Ebersole, elected Republican
by some groups and individuals like Jerry Town Clerk, Tax Collector and Treasurer
Falwell and the Moral Majority or Jasper of Lunenbµrg, Mass.; Jeff Show,
Wyman and . the Maine Christian Civic Washington D. C. Office . Managet- of
League.
'
C.A.LR.; as well as a wide variety of other
I have been active in the Republican Par- gay/lesbian Republicans. It' was an enty for a long time and know a lot of lesbians · thusiastic and upbeat group of people and
and gays who believe, as I do / that we can- I came away with a real positive feeling
not expect to soive our problems by con- about C.A.LR. and its goals.
stantly appealing to big government. A big,
As a member of C.A.I.R., t want to make
:costly and intrusive government is no boon sure that President Reagan's eloquent words
to homosexuals. Only under a limited and about every·AmeriCiU} enjoying the.fullness
f rugal government can we as ' gay and les- of freedoI,D, dignity and opportunity as our
_bian Americans· fully be ourselves and birthright applies to all Americans including
realize our ·potential. It is however, in my gays and lesbians. ·
opinion, one of government's major responA New England Chapter ~ C .A.I.R. is
sibilities to insure that all Americans have being formed and will bave held its first
an equal opportunity So we all have the meeting by the time this issue of OUR
chance to determine our own destinies. I PAPER is out. That meeting will be reported
think Jesse Jackson said it very eloquently about in the April issue of OUR PAPER.
when he said, "Democracy only guarantees Meanwhile if you are interested in learning
opportunity not success. '' That is all I want more about C.A.LR. or would like to join,
- a.n opportunity - an equal opportunity.
please feel free to contact Robin Lambert by
For me, getting the opportunity to meet phone in the evening at 773-3564 or by
with~other conservative to moderate les- writing to him at 530 Brighton Avenue,
bian/gay Americans from around the coun- Portland, Maine 04102.
try was the real highlight of my visit to
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·MLGPA Holds Teas

Gay Health Action Committee
The Gay Health Action Committee
(GHAC) met in mid-February to discuss setting up a support netw.ork to deal with the
AIDS crisis in Maine. The discussion focused o n planning two groups.
The first group will be a discussion group
for gay men who are dealing with AIDS
anxiety. This group is designed as an opportunity for people to share their fears about
AIDS and to give them a chance to discuss
such topics as their individual response to
' 'safe sex''. This· informal group is open to
.anyone and will meet for the first time on
Thursday, Marcti 7 7;00 at.Our Books,
4 Pine St. in.Portand.,r,1

.ai

A second group will be forming to provid~ support for people with AIDS. We
discussed finding professionals who could
provide training for people who wish to visit
hospitalized patients or people with AIDS
who are living at home. Further work on
planning this project will be done at the next
GHAC meeting on Wednesday, February 27
at 7:00 at Our Books.
Lastly, the committee discussed reprinting
more " Let's Talk" , a pamphlet about risk
reduction techniques, which has been .
distributed previously. We also hope to obtain copies of a new pamphlet entitled
" When a Friend Has AIDS".

by Fred Berger
In its continuing efforts to lobby for the of the invited legislators to try to ·get them
upcoming "Gay .Rights Bill", the Maine to come to the tea and is making a concerted
Le:sbian/Gay Political Alliance recently held eff~rt to discuss gay rig~ts with othe,r
teas for state legislators. The teas were held legislators. All of the legislators emphain Portland and Bangor on February 10.
sized how difficult it will be to pass the
Portland
legislation but encouraged us to appear at
What began as an exercise in frustration the State House as often as. pqssible to ' 'but- unanswered phone calls and myriad tonhole'' our legislators in the lobby ··to
.
·
discussions with phone answering machines discuss the bill.
- ended in a pleasant Sunday afternoon
Besides legislators, and MLGP.A
gathering at Fred Berger's home. Of the 26 members, the tea was llttended by:, S~y.Sutlegislators invited to the Portland tea only ton, Executive Director of the Maine Civil
one responded to the invitati9n without be- Liberties Union; Sally's husb~d; rex; \WO
ing called by an MLGPA member. Several representatives of the YWCA . board;
of the leg,islators were never reached and a Christine Torraca's mother; ~9 ;Beverly
. Je,~ 'Yere ,downright rude (' 'I don't want to O'Gara, wife of Rep. Williiµn Q'Gara.
discuss this topic.' '. ) However, the four Refreshments were provided by MLGPA
l~gislators ~ho did attend - Sen. Tom An- members and included a huge t~y . of
prt;ws o~ fortland, Rep. Larry Connolly of pastries donatC9 by Nonµ . BtjQant of
,, }.>;o!:1~!lnp, ;R~P: Edith Beaulieu of Portland, Brillant's Bakery in Br:unswick .. Overall, it
I arJ4 ,Rep. William O'Gara of Westbrookwas an .enjoyable ev~nt atid ~ good first at'very. enthusiastic and very helpful with tempt at developing friendships .with. in.
suggestions of how we might lobby other dividual legislators.
·
legislators.
A meeting was also held in.Lewiston on
All_of the legislators emphasized the im- Febrqary 10 at Sportsman;s . b~w~en
po1rtance of persoruµ contact, particularly of MLGPA members and ,S~n. . Georgette
people relaying their ,own experiences with Berube. Berube, a _strong gay rights. supdiscrir;nination. Rep. Beaulieu, a strong sup- porter, also emphasized .the µnportance of
p_o~e~ of th~ ~ill in past sessions, spoke of . one-on-one communic.ation i~ lobbying the
. .
ho.w she .~ad J:ieen affected by the courage legislature.
Another tea is piano¢ for Aroost~k
of ,constituents who ·had come out to her in
pre:y.iou~ years. A particularly enthusiastic County on Sunday , March 3. That tea and
P,at!icipllnt in tl)e group . discussion was the one held in Bangor on.February JO will
newly-elected Rep. William , O'Gara of be reported on in the Aprjl issue .of Our
'Yestbrook. o :oara hlld.spoken with many Paper.

. were

GAY PEOPLE'S ALLIANCE
by Laura· M. Smith
When I first heard that Virginia Apuzzo
had resigned her position as Executive
Director of the National Gay Task Force,
I was shocked. To see such an articulate,
dynamic, and sensitive lesbian step down
from the ranks, is truly sad . Ginny-was a
catalyst. She made us feel important . .She
told us that we can make a difference. She
told us to make them see us, make them
acknowledge us. Well , we' re showing them.
We' re showing them that we are everywhere
and we're not going to go away. We' re making them count us.
It is now just over a year since Ginny
made her first visit to Maine. Her visit put
into motion a state-wide civil rights movement of Maine's lesbians and gay men. The
amount of organizing that has taken place
in Maine over the past year is monumental.
Looking back, we have seen Maine 's lesbian and gay community grow by leaps and
bounds, like a young adolescent blossoming into adulthood. New organizations have
been formed to address the various aspects
of the lives we lead in a homophobic and
oppressive society. The fingers ofunity have
spread across the state and joined to embrace
each and every one of us in this vital movement. But as Ginny said, " (Our) work is'n't
a sprint. It's a marathon. It is a marathon .
with all the shin splints and all the pain urider
your ribs . But we ' re winning - little by little , bit by bit. " We're making it happen.
The pain we will endure; the names , the
abuse , the death of a brother, the outrage
of discrimination, and the intolerance of our
fellow human beings, will be endured. Out
of the struggle, will come strength.
A G .P.A Friday night meeting in
February addressed the issue of the upcoming gay rights legislation. The G.P.A. would
like to make an appeal to all our brothers
and sisters to join in the struggle. Sunday,
February 10th, Fred Berger had a " Tea"
in his home. In attendance were Representatives Tom Andrews , Larry Connolly ,
Edith Beaulieu, and William O'Gara, as well
as various representatives of the lesbian and
gay community. As was stressed in the Friday night meeting, the representatives
declared that the most effective way of courting a legislator's vote is lobbying. Get
directly to your representative , and as Ginny Apuzzo would have said, "appeal to their
reason''. The second most effective way of
getting a legislator's vote on an issue is
phone calls directly to them, and then letters, letters, and more letters . If anyone
wants to become more involved, or needs
info. on who their representative is, feel free
to contact the G.P.A. at 92 Bedford Street,
Portland 04103 , or call us at 780-4085.
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Changes , changes. With' the changing
weather comes changes at the G. P.A. The
Gay People's Alliance would like to thank
Kim Anderson, formerly a co-ordinator of
the G.P.A., for the time and effort she
devoted to the G.P.A. in 1984, and we
would like to wish her the best of luck i~
all her future endeavors. We would also like
to welcome Ginny LaCrow to the ranks.
Ginny is our new graphic artist, and will also
be providing peer counseling for gay men ,
lesbians, and bisexual individuals. As a
bisexual woman, Ginny adds another dimension to the dynamics of the G.P.A. She has
had several inquir-ies about bisexual networking , and hopes to pursue this idea further. Anyone who is interested in helping
to form this network can contact Ginny at
780-4085.
Symposium XII is right around the corner. Let 's make it the biggest and the best
ever. Proposal forms for workshops are
available in the G.P.A. office. These forms
must be filled out so that we can reserve the
appropriate amount of space and equipment
needed for each workshop. We encourage
people to offer a workshop. For more 1nfo .
please contact the G.P.A. as soon as
possible.
Here come the lesb.iavs! The Lesbian Sup- .
port/Discussion Group is approaching its
one year anniversary, with a general attendance ranging from eight to fifteen women
each week. The LSDG members extend
warm thanks to Jackie Clark for the sensitive
way that she facilitated the February 3rd
meeting on verbal and physical abuse in
relationships. (See OUR PAPER calendar
for scheduled March_meetings .)
The G.P.A. will be holding a workshop
for the USM Residence Life Staff on
homophobia and the harm it causes both the
gay and straight communities. Phil Gautreau
and I will speak on homophobia and present
information in the form of books, articles ,
and personal experiences. A slide presentation entitled " Women Loving Women" will
also be shown to the Residence Life Staff.
This presentation is designed to discredit
many of the commonly held misconceptions
about lesbians.
Finally, the Fort Lauderdale Contest, a
fund raiser for OUR PAPER and the
G.P.A., has had a winner every Thursday,
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday night since the
contest started. The winning tickets are expected to be drawn in mid-March. Many
thanks to the Underground and OUR
PAPER for co-sponsoring this contest with
us.

Sportsman's Boosts
MLGPA. Coffers
by DE
S:portsman's in Lewiston was the site
February 3rd of a tea d~nce to benefit the
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance.
Owners Roland Blais and Walter
Deschamps, . and members of the Central
Maine Gay/Lesbian Awareness Coalition,
hosted the event which raised approximately $100 for Maine 's.statewide lesbian and
gay political organization which is currently gearing up for the gay rights bill.
Represented at the tea dance were

CMGLAC , MLGPA , Gay People's
Alliance, Our Paper, Bates Gay Straight
Alliance, Seacoast Gay Men, and the UMF
Gay and Straight People's Alliance. Proceeds will go towards MLGPA 's lobbying
activities for the bill introduced into the
I 12th Maine Legislature which would extend the orotections of the Maine Human
Rights Act to Maine citizens regardless of
their sexual orientation. Thank-you Sportsman and CMGLAC!
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OUR PEOPLE:.....Interview with Stepheii JeriteeI~
Livinlg \Vith AIDS

by Fred Berger

Stephen "Toy" Jenteel is the Portland
man who was diagnosed with AIDS last
December. Shortly after this interview he
moved to Syracuse, New York.

Fred: Were you "out" at work?
Stephen: Some people knew. I wouldn't
say I was out. I was discreet in letting certain people know.
Fred: Other people who have been
dismissed from their jobs because they have
AIDS have fought their dismissu! in court
and have been reinstated . Have you considered fighting through the courts?

Fred: When you were first diagnosed with
AIDS, you were worried about your name
being kept confidential . Why was that?
Stephen: ·My concern at the time of
diagnosis was b~cause I was employed at the
Stephen: Yes, I do have an attorney and
Maine Medical C~nter as a medical social
we have discussed that. It would be a long
worker. I worked as a nephrology social
court battle. There are some rights that I do
worker yVhere I worked with a lot of
have . At this time I have decided not to fight
chronically ill patients on a long term basis .
it, because I am out on full sick leave and
I was not sure how the medical staff as well
I wit( be going with my full benefits. If at
as th.e patients would react.
any time there is any problem with ~hat ai:id
Fred: At what point did the people you .
I need to do a court battle with · Maine
work with find out and what was their
Medical I will not hesitate to d.o· that.
reaction?

"I lost 40 hours where I could put my energy:.into
.something other than myself. After I found'·ouftliaf:
I had AIDS and KS, I used my job as therapy for ·
me -· to keep me going.'' Fr~: How has being dismissed from your

Stephen:-I told my immediate supervisor
and the director of soc,ial services within a
week of the diagnosis. I also told the chief
of nephrology and he stated that at that time
there was no need to tell anyone. It wasn't
until the mid.d ie of January that I was asked
by the administrator of the dialysis unit if
indeed I had AIDS. One of the nurses had
gone to her. So I told her and it was at that
point that the staff found out. That was on
a Tuesday and on that Friday there was a
meeting where some of the staff had some
negative reactions to the fact that I had
AIDS.
Fred: Then what happened?
Stephen: That was on Friday, and on
Monday morning I was relieved of my
responsibilities by Maine Medical Center.
Fred: How do you feel about the way that
happened?
Stephen: I was quite concerned . I was not
very pleased . I did not see that my illness
was interfering-with my ability to do my job
in any way. I was able to carry on a fortyhour-plus work week. I was able to work
with the patients . I did have some reaction
to the chemotherapy. I lost. hair and I had
to shave my beard. But I felt I was able to
work so it did come as a shock.
Fred: Then you didn't feel that you were
putting anyone at risk?
Stephen: No, not at a11. From everything
that I have been told, I was not putting
anyone at risk .
Fred: Do you feel it was the response of
your co-workers that prompted your
dismissal?
Stephen: No. The co-workers in .social
service have been supportive. It was more
administrative. The administration at the
Maine Medical Center does not know how
to deal with a situation like this. Some of
my co-workers were ·a little upset and a little coricerned but the real crunch came from
the higher administration.

job affected you?
Stephen: The big way that it has affected
me is that I have all this time to think about
what's going on with me . I lost forty hours
where I could put my energy into something
other than myself. After I found out that I
had AIDS and KS, I used my job as a
therapy for me - to keep me going. It's
been detrimental in the aspect that it gives
me more time and I have become more
depressed because I have more time to think
about what' s going on.
Fred: Were you ever a patient at Maine
Med?
Stephen: No , I have been a patient at the
Osteopathic Hospital.
Fred: How do you feel about your treatment there?
Stephen: The treatment at Osteo has been
great. I have been there twice when I've had
reactions to the chemotherapy. Both times
I was treated real Wtell by the staff there. I
was real impressed with the way they dealt
with the issues .
Fred: Who was your doctor at the
Osteopathic Hospital?
Stephen: Dr. Owen Pickus. He's been
following my case from the beginning. He's
the one who first diagnosed me with AIDS
and KS .
Fred: How would _you say, in general,
that the medical community in Portland is
prepared to handle the AIDS crisis?
Stephen: I don ' t think the medical community in Portland is prepared at all. I think
what went on with me with the administration of Maine Med shows this . If this is the
way the administration is feeling, what ' s going on at the lower echelons with doctors
and the nursing staff? I just can't imagine .
I think in a smaller community like Portland
people still have problems dealing with gay
people. I think they are going to have to be
educated to the fact that gay people are
around, and that AIDS is here .

.

SwelJ menu- -- -ALRERTA
. S · .. ahhh
brunch* * * **fine chow*.,. fun .•. wine ..

Fred: How did you know that you were
ill ?
Stephen: Well, it started out in the rniddie of November when I was working out.
I work out three days a week. I was getting
tired as I was working out and I didn't know
why. I hadn't increased the weights or the
repetitions. I thought at first that it was just
sleep or eating habits. I also developed on
my leg .a black and blue spot and I thought
that was from my boots or from banging my
leg. And then I got another one that I thought
was definitely from banging my leg. Those
were the first symptoms I had. By the beginni1rlg of December I though I better have all
of that checked out.
Fred: How did you feel when you were
·told that you had AIDS?
Stephen: I had been to three doctors at
the very beginning of December - on the
thi,rd, fourth and fifth. They had . all
s~spected KS. When I was given the
diagnosis on the eleventh of December I was
somewhat relieved to know that this is what
it is and now we could go from here. At the
same time it was a shock. It was very hard
to believe that this was happening to me. Not
only did I have AIDS but I had one of the
two main diseases that go with it.
:Fred: What kind of support have you gotten from your friends?
Stephen: It's been mixed . There are some
friends who have stood by me, who have
been very supportive. I still go out to dinner with certain friends, people call on a
regular basis . There have been other cases
where I've called friends to tell them that
I have AIDS and they ' ve hung up .
Fred: You've decided that you're going
to leave Portland and go to Syracuse . Why
is that?
Stephen: It was a difficult decision to
make. When I was relieved of my responsibilitie~ at the Medical Center, I decided _at
that 'point that my support -~ystem here m

being gay - coming out at the same time
- but they're having a difficult time with
the aspect that not only is he gay but now
he has AIDS.
Fred: But they don't live in Syracuse.
- Stephen: No, they live in the Albany
area .
Fred: I really admire the way you arc
dealing with the fact that you have AIDS .
If it were me I don't know if I could do it.
How arc you able to handle this?
Stephen: I really don't know. My whole
life has been a learning procc~s. I've always
built on things that I've done previously. If
you had seen· me·,when I was twenty-three,
I was the mixed up twenty-three year old
like everyone else. But somehow I grew out
of that and. became able to come out at
twenty-six as an openly gay man. I've built
upon that . My education - I have a master's
degree in social work - has helped me to
deal with it. I have dealt, in my professional
work, with people who arc dying and those
who are chronically ill. That has helped to
mold me so that now I am able to deal with
it realistically . I realize I have a terminal ii lness but I can't let it get me down . I 'vc got
to make every day count and do the best I
can . It's not easy. There arc some days that
are real rough. I've said to friends: You'.vc
got to expect that I' 11 be depressed
sometimes, I can't be up all the time.
Fred: What do you think we should be doing individually and as a community to
prepare ourselves for the fact that more of
our friends or ourselves will get AIDS?
Stephen: That's sad but I have to agree
that there will be more cases of AIDS. One .
thing people can do is to read up on AIDS
to find out what it's all about. There are
plenty of organizations here and I think they
need to address the issue of AIDS and start
forming support networks. Have things
ready for when there are more people with
AIDS so that the community can be suppor-

' 'My education - I have a 1naster's degree in social
work - has helped me to deal with it. I h~ve dealt,
in my professional work with people who are dying
and those who are chronically ill."
Portland is not as strong as the support
system that I left behind in Syracuse, New
York. I have some very close friends there
- II have some good friends here - but I
just felt that wit-h the chemotherapy and what
I may be.facing , I would need a real strong
support system. Also, Syracuse has set up
an AIDS Task.Force. There have been forty cases of AIDS in Central New York . I
feel they're more equipped to handle it than
they are here. I have the opportunity to go .
where I feel I will have more support and
feel. more comfortable.
Fred: What about your family?
Stephen: I told my famiiy the weekend
before Christmas. It was very hard on them .
We have not been close. That's something
that ' s a factor with many gay men or
women. I have never been close to my family. They are not being real supportive . They
knew I was gay. It wasn't a shock as far as

tive as a whole. Not everybody can be. Not
everybody can deal with terminal illness. I
realize that, but there is a need for the community t~ be aware of what's going on and
to be as supportive as possible, not just emotionally, but financially as well. I'm real
lucky because I've got my benefits through
Maine Med but many people have nothing.
We have to be aware of that as a community and be able to deal with that when the time
comes. It's here and it's going to be here.
Fred: Anything else?
Stephen: I just want to emphasize how
important the support system is to me as an
individual. I have a rough time asking for
people's help. I've always been suppo11ive
of others and it ' s real difficult for me to ask
for help, for other people to be supportive
of me. I think it's necessary for people to
be aware of that - whether it's me or
someone else - that people may not feel
- they can ask for help. I think that's real important to know.

.

'

GET INVOLVED WITH GAY HUMAN RIGHTS
If you are willing to help with legislative. education days in Augusta, please call your
nearest MLGPA representative.
OR: If you have had a personal experience in Maine involving discrimination, harassment, or violence , please call (collect) your nearest MLGPA rep. You do not have to
give your name. Your experience is needed to help us educate the legislature.
947-3163 Bangor Area
729-9843 Brunswick Area
871-1555 Portland Area
772-0498
772-4741
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Health~:!!! AIDS~~~~~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~

by R. J. Bass
Until the end of 1984, five states in the
U.S. , with Maine among them, had not
reported a case of AIDS, but in early
January, state health officials con.firmed the
first reported case of AIDS originating
within Maine . According to Jim Novotny,
director of Sexually Transmitted Disease
(STD) Control in Augusta, the person is a
31 year old gay man residing in Portland .
Details regarding the man's condition and
the manner in which he contracted the illness
are unknown . Novotny told the press that
he expects to receive additional AIDS
diagnoses because several cases of ''preAIDS Syndrome' ' have recently been
reported heTe . .
Before now , AIDS was thought to be a
problem in states with heavily populated urban areas containing large homosexual
populations. It has been shown, though, that
big-;::ity life is not the causal factor in this
epidemic. Understanding what AIDS is and
what causes it can clarify why the number
of reported cases doubles every six months,
and why Maine is now host to the illness .
AIDS , or Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome , is a disorder of the immune
system, a complex of specialized body cells
that.protect our bodies from disease. AIDS
is not a cancer, and by itself, it is not fatal.
People with AIDS have a disrupted ratio of
T-lymphocytes, which are white blood cells
that directly attack foreign materials in the
body . T-lymphocytes are divided into
''helper'' cells which activate the immune
system and "suppressor" cells which block
it. Normally , there should be more helper
cells than suppressor cells; in people with
AIDS the ratio of helpers to suppressors is
lower, leaving them exposed to disease, particularly "opportunistic" infections that
most people areible to resist. The body is
extremely vulnerable, but does not lose all
of its immune system , since people with
AIDS do continue to produce antibodies for
protection.
The actual cause of AIDS is unknown .
Through extensive study of people with
AIDS, researchers have identified those who
are at higher risk for contracting AIDS. It
is belitved to be an infectious disease caused
by a virus, like hepatitis, and transmitted by
intimate contact or by exposure to infected

body fluids (especially blood and semen) .
Other theories suggest that repeated STDs,
use of nitrites ("poppers"), immune reactions to sperm, genetic susceptibility, or
reactions to one's own cells (called autoimmune reactions) , may cause AIDS . It is
likely that many factors are involved in the
AIDS mystery.
Part of this mystery revolves around the
people at risk. According to statistics released weekly by the Centers for Disease ·
Control (CDC), 72 % of AIDS victims are
gay and bisexual men , 17% are intravenous
drug users, 3% are Haitian-bo~n im- ·
migrants , 1 % are hemophiliacs, 1% are
transfusion recipients , and 6% are "other"
and " unknown. " This last group includes
heterosexual partners of people with AIDS
or increased risk for AIDS, and children exposed in the womb or through close physical
contact with parents who have AIDS. As of
December 31, 1984, 7699 cases of AIDS
have been r.eported in the U.S .; of those people, 3665 have died. It is through careful interviewing and study of ttie AIDS victims
that the dominant theory of AIDS transmi'>sion has emerged.
Epidemiologists have discovered that sexual activities involving multiple partners and
the exchange of body fluids are the factors
with the highest statistical correlation to
AIDS . Activities involving the exchange of
blood and blood products have also been
determined to be high risk. A complicating
factor is that the incubation period for AIDS
is anywhere from six to thirty-six months,
so it is probably contagious in the absence
of symptoms.
The Haitian connection is still a puzzle.
If AII;>S is caused by a virus , it perhaps
originated in Haiti. A 1983 outbreak of
Kaposi's Sarcoma (an AIDS complication)
in Port-au-Prince provides some circumstantial evidence for this theory . Vacationing
Americans having sex with Haitians could
have become infected while visiting there .
This immune disorder is called a syndrome because it covers a wide range of
unusual cancers and infections that take advantage of the body's vulnerability. The
most prevalent disease in AIDS patients is
Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia (PCP), accounting for 53 % of the cases. 24% have

Kaposi's Sarcoma (KS), a cancer of the skin
and internal organs. 6% have both PCP and
KS, and 17 % of AIDS patients have other
opportunistic illnesses. The diseases include
auto-immune disorders, other rare cancers,
and potent, uncommon infections caused by
protozoa, viruses, fungi, and bacteria.
Generalized lymph-node swelling has also
been noted among many gay men. It is clearly related to AIDS, but it is not known
wh~ther it is a forerunner of AIDS , or a
milder version of the syndrome.
Because there are so many manifestations
of AIDS, there are a variety of symptoms.
If you are in a high risk category, be on the
lookout for:
*Peri~dic or regular low-grade fever,
night sweats, shaking chills lasting
longer than several weeks
*Increasing, persistent fatigue

continued on page 11

Sponsored by
THE UNDERGROUND
as a fundraisBr for
OUR PAPER. and GAY PEOPLES' ALLIANCE

• GRAND PRIZE •
Fort Lauderdale trip for two includes
round-trip airfare and hotel accommodations for five days at the Lauderdale Mano
. plus $100 in spending money!

• FIRST PRIZE •
New York City trip for two - includes
round-trip airfare and overnight hotel
accommodations at the lncentra Village
House in Greenwich Village!

• SECOND PRIZE •
Boston trip for two - includes roundtrip transportation and overnight hotel
accommodations at the Chandler Inn! ·

Are you worried about AIDS?

How do I win? How do I win~ _

Having problems with "safe sex"?
So are we. Let's talk.
AIDS anxiety support group forming. First discussio
Thursday, Mar. 7 at 7 :00 at Our Books, 4 Pine St., Portland.
Sponsored by The Gay Health Action Committee.

*Unexpected weight loss greater tliari 10
pounds in less than two months
*Unexplained swollen glands in the neck
or armpits
*White patches or unusual blemishes in
·
the mouth
*Persistent dry cough, shortness of breath
not related to a cold or smoking
*Periodic or constant anal itch
*Prolonged diarrhea, blood in stools, or
gastrointestinal discomfort
*Pink/purple flat or raised blotches, on or ·
under skin, mouth, nose, eyelids ,' rec~
tum, usually painless, resembling bruises
that are harder than skin and don't ' go
away

, •• !

Just visit the. Underground on any Thursday. Friday. Saturday or Sunday
night between Jan. 24 -March 14 and pick up a free coupon at the door for ·
your chance to win. One name will be selected at midnight on each of these
nights - 28 names will be drawn in all. Then. on Thursday, March 14. at
(}Ur "Fort Lauderdale Night" ~arty. we'll select the 3 lucky prize winners.
• Winners must be present at midnight, March 14 to win the final prize.
l

• Final prize winners may take the cash equivalent of the prizes offeted.

•

OUR PAPER

Page 7

.
I

.!!!

l Won't Give Up
and I Won't Forget Either

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~

Apuzzo ·Resigns From NGTF~
---

..:_

_

by Laura M. Smith

,;c'•

When I left "The Movies", I felt like a
racquetball that had just been slammed from
wall·to wall in an unforgiving court. Such
were the emotions that I went through as I
sat in the darkened theater and watched The
Times of Harvey Milk pass before my eyes.
I felt jubilant when Harvey , on his fourth
try , was elected as an openly gay man to a
position on San Francisco's Board of City
Supervisors. The·passage of the Gay Rights
BilJ into law in San Francisco seemed like
a .fantasy come true to me sitting in a tiny
theater qn the other side of the country. For
a .moment, just a moment, I imagined that
it w.as Maine that had just passed the law that
would -end the discrimination. My heart
leapt, and I felt the joy that those people
must have felt on that day .
But my hopes gradually faded and my
jubilance was·.replaced with frustration, and
then outrage as the anti-gay campaign began
its attack on · my brothers and sisters. I
remembered the ·same feeling of frustration
and outrage.during the last election when the
ERA opponents played upon the fears and
prejudices of ignorant people.
I was furious, but a triumphant " Ha! " .
escaped from my lips when Proposition 6
was defeated. A victory, against seemingly
overwhelming odds. I felt hope again surging through my veins.
But, my hope was viciously ripped apart,
torn down and trampled upon by a system
of beliefs, by a white middle-class status
quo : the Moral Majority . George Moscone
and Harvey Milk were murdered , brutally
slain by a man who was sanctioned by a
group of people who believed, like he
believed, that it was OK to kilJ a ''queer''.
With all the evidence pointing to
premeditated murder, how is it that Dan
White was found guilty of only the reduced
charge of manslaugther? Did the jury seek
to represent the people? What people? A
moral majority who committed the most im-

moral crime: injustice; the sanctioning of a
_murder.
Harvey Milk: gay activist; civil rights activist, fellow human being. A trillion tiny
flames, as far as the eye could see, would
not bring him back. But those candles made
a statement. They said, "We won't give up,
and we won 't forget either." When I saw
all those candles, flickering in the silent
breeze, and all the haggard, upturned faces
of the people, I cried. I cried deep inside me.
I felt a cold, hard blackness in my middle,
and I remembered Charlie Howard. I
remembered the sorrow, and the anger. I
remembered looking beliind me, down Congress .Street, and seeing all those ~les and
the tormented faces...
·• - ·
I felt the anger my brothers and sisters felt
that night in San Francisco after Dan
White's sentencing. I th~ught to J ny~elf,
how can the courts justify thi~ .s~nt~!),C_t:? I
do not know if the screen in th~):h~~~k:WaS
red because of the burning police car.s ,9i~,
or if it was red because I was seeing red.
I smacked my fist into my other palm, and
I wanted to.shout, "Get those bastards! They
can't get away with it! '.'..
,
.But gradually my anger dissipated. I
realized that thi~ is just the kind o( thing
Harvey would not have wanted. I felt the
hands of helplessness pulling at my- legs,
Trying to pull me down, trying to beat me
into submission, and I cried again. But then
I saw the candles . I saw them as I walked
out of the theater. I saw a trillion tiny flames
in my mind's eye, and I kicked the grimy ,
groping hands that were grabbing at my
legs ,_away . I stomped on them. I ground
them into the dust.
As we walked, exhausted, our emotions
spent, across the parking lot to the car, I
grabbed my lover's hand and squeezed it
hard. And she squeezed back, hard. And I
knew that I wasn't going to give up , and I
wasn' t going to forget either.

The Board of Directors of the National
Gay Task Force announced that Virginia M.
Apuzzo , Executive Director of NGTF , will
b1e leaving the organization in mid-April to
assume a position in New York State
government.
In announcing Apuzzo's resignation,
Board Co-Chairs Frances Haneke} and Paul
Vandenberg said, ''Ginny Apuzzo has
worked tirelessly for two and a half years,
strengthening NGTF and representing the
lesbian and gay community nationwide as
NGTF's chief spokesperson. Her record of
accomplishments is unparalleled. While we
wiill miss her daily leadership, she leaves
NGTF more effective than ever, with ongoing programs of proven success, administered by grams of proven success, admitnistered by highly dedicated and professional people. "
Ad9ed Vandenberg and Haneke}, " We
a~e ~elighted that Ginny has the opportunitY., ~o- do something that is both good for
herself and valuable to our community. Her
return to government is a logical extension
of a career that has been devoted to public
service and education."
Apuzzo has twice visited Maine to speak
to large gatherings of the lesbian and gay.
community.
The Board will shortly begin a nationwide
search for a new Executive Director. To
assure an orderly transition, Jeffrey Levi,
NGTF's Washington Representative, will
serve as Acting Executive Director after
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The Second Anm,ia( Oay -Pride Masquerade Ball will be held on April 10 at the
Lewiston Multi-Purpose Center. Tickets are
$3 . per person or $5 . per couple. Housing
will be available for people from out of
town. For more information or to arrange
housing call 784-5047 or 784-2251 (after 8
pm) . .

Wise Woman
Gool"s

'

EVEN l: NG

Apuzzo's departure, until a permanent successor is chosen.
Apuzzo said that personal family concerns
had played a considerable role in her decision to accept a position in Albany at this
time. ''lam convinced that the staff and programs in place at NGTF will assure that the
organization remains the most articulate
voice for gay and lesbian Americans," she
asserted. "I pledge to find every opportunity
to further the success of NGTF, and I ask
my colleagues and friends throughout the
gay and lesbian community to do the same."

GREAT TIMES!
Times Roman, that is. It's
just one of the type styles
available at The Type Room
- c omplete phototypesetting and proofread ing
se~vices at reasonable
rates.
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Behind the Scenes with the Tro·c ks:
An Interview 'with Natch Taylor
The following · interview took place · Natch: The majority of it has come from
backstage at City Hall twenty minutes prior people iii the company. Our "Les
to the Ballet Trockadero 's performance and Sylphides" and "Giselle" were staged by
was drastically sl!ortened from my original former members of the Kirov Ballet who are
concept. I had been scheduled to interview now here in the States. And we've had other
Natch Taylor at 6:30, bui company class and people come in and stage things for us. If
rehearsal ran late. I made my way we're getting a classic, we try to get the most
backstage, envisioning myself trying to ask aµthentic version.
probing sociological questions surrounded
by men adjusting tutus and screaming for
eyeliner. Swallowing hard, I was led to a
room which contained a coffee machine and,
mysteriously, in one comer, a large bale of
hay. Mr. Taylor was gracious and generous
Brian: Do you use videotapes? ''
in his answers to my rushed and fumbling
Natch: Yes, for research at the library in
questions.
New York. But if we're trying to get an old
ballet, we try to hire so!l}eone to come workBrian: How long have you been the direcwith us from the Ballet Russe, as far back·
as we can ·go, who'll give us an authentic
tor of the company?
v·ersion. Then we make it our own from
Natch: Since it started. I'm one of the
founding directors, and it started in 1974.
there.
So I've been with it for over ten years now.
Brian: That's wonderful. Do you think a
Brian: You' obviously dance with the lot of the comic effect is due to individual
company. Do you do both the male and _ performers?
female roles?
Natch: No: It's all choreographed in.
Natch: Everybody in the company does.
Ninety-nine per cent of what you see on
Brian: That's amazing considering how stage is the same every night. Mistakes may
difficult it is to partner someone - but to happen, or someone may get carried away,
do pointe work too!
as in any performance, but by and large
Natch: Well, that's what the company is everything is made and rehearsed so that the
about. It's funny because I think that when timing works. Because it's comedy, the timyou learn to dance on pointe and when you ing has to be there or it doesn't work.
Brian: The comedy aspect intrigues me.
learn partnering at the same time, it helps
you as a partner. You know what the girl's Why do you think what you do onstage in
going through when you get behind her, so tutus is so widely accepted when most peoyou can be more supportive.
pie are so abhorrent toward transvestism in
Brian: Is there a big difference between general?
partnering a woman and partnering a man?
Natch: We don't shave our chests or our
Natch: Yeah, .:because of the weight armpits. In other words, we' re not trying to
distribution. Girls are hip-heavy and boys confuse the· audience into thinking we're
are torso-heavy. So there's a total-difference women. Never from the beginning have we
in the displacement of the weight. When you done that. We're not female impersonators.
lift a girl you have her weight centered in What we are doing is physical comedy usyour hands. With a boy, if you pick him up ing ballet as our medium. Like Anna Russell
the same way he falls flat on his face . Jt's with opera.
something to get used to.
Brian: I watched you all take class, and

by Brian Crabtree .

to find better technicians. We also look for
other things, too, such as comedic
possibilities. And if we ·1ose a d~ncer, at
times we find we need to replace a dancer
with someone the same size, depending on
the roles they're filling. So µiat's a consideration, too. But obviously _we try and get
the best dancers we can.
'

"We don't shave our chests or our armpits. In .other
words, we're not trying to confus~ the audience into
thinking we're women."
Brian: Are you based in New York?
Natch: Yes.
Brian: Do you have your own space?
·Natch: No,' we rent space. There's a
studio -in mid-town we've been working in
foi a couple of years now.
Brian: Do you work on choreography only when you're in New York, or does any
of that get done on tour? _
Natch: No, we don't have time on tour.
We travel so much. Like today, we just arrived this afternoon, so there's no time to
really work on anything and have energy for
the show. What we do js take class as you

saw and then rehearse things that need to be ·,
worked on for that night's performance. But
as far as actually choreographing, we just
don't have the time.
Brian: I think it's wonderful that now
you're not only doing ballet parodies, but
modem dance as well. Who's next-in line
to be lampooned?
Natch: Well, I don't know. Usually we
pick ballets. We try to look for things that ·
'we don't have in our repertoire - a style,
like Alvin Ailey or Twyla Tharp or in ballet,
a boumonville or something that we don't
have. Or if we 're going to put something on
the shelf, we have to figure if we need an
opening ballet or a closing ballet.
.,·
Brian: The Ruth St. Denis idea seems
perfect.
Natch: I was curious as to what her stuff
looks like. y OU know' we all see Graham
and we know what that style looks like, but
nobody has ever seen many recreations, so .
I was curious and we decided to play with
it and see what happened.
_
Brian: Have a wonderful performance!
Natch: Thank you! You bet. I'm glad you
got here,. .Enjoy the show.

"When you lift~ girl you have her weight centered
in your hands. With a boy, if you pick him up the
same way he'll fall flat on his face. It'~ something
you have to get used to.'' .·
Brian: Does the company take class
regularly, even when they 're on tour?
Natch: Oh yes!
Brian: Does one person . teach that?
Natch: My co-artistic director, Betty Ann
Turell gives class and rehearses ballets for
us. She's also set some ballets and staged
some for us.
Brian: Do you hire outside
choreographers to do ballets, or is it mostly
the work of people within the company?

l was impressed by the technical level of
some of your dancers. Was that always the
case? Were the dancers always good?
Natch: No. We started out with people
who had never had a ballet class in their
lives! They had done jazz dancing or tap,
but never ballet. My feeling from the beginning was, if we're going to do it, we have
to do it as well as we can because that's what
makes it funny and gives it a solid grounding. As we replace dancers we always try -

Review:
·T he Ballet Trockadero
by Brian ~rabtree

Restaurant Franc;ais

2 Entrees for the price of 1 ivith this ad
$12.00 limit - 15% minimum gratuity added
Offer good on Tue$days, Wednesdays, and
Thur~days only
Walk -in basis - No reservations accepted
Offer expires March 31, 1985
47 Middle Street, Portland

772-0453

On the evening of the Trockadero Ballet's
performance, I arrived at the auditorium early. The stage was demarcated by several ladders with dancers holding the rungs in their
hands taking class. I love to watch dancers
at work and believe me, ballet is sweaty,
precise , and demanding work. When the
class was over, the two boys who would
later dance the ''Don Quixote Pas De Deux''
rehearsed under the watchful eye of Betty
Ann Turell, the co-artistic director of the
company. The two boys dancing were of
two completely dirferent body types. One
being small and compact (the ballerina) and
the other lanky and relaxed of limb. It was
wonderfut'to see two men dancing together
in that sensitive and close way ballet dancers
do; one dependent on the other with all the
passion inherent in the movement itself.
Also very sexy . Ah , Se](._That of course
brings me to one of the things I like most
about this company . They present an image
of a man complete and fully rounded. A man

who can be strong and expansive .or delicate
and wan. This is accomplished with the aid
of tutus and toeshoes, but nevertheless when
a member of the audience ofthandedly refers
to a man dancing a ballerina role as "she,"
something quite remarkable has happened.
Ballet is a very artificial art form. Its doers
strive daily to create an illusion of ease,
l~ghtness, purity of line, and a very conventional sense of -decorum. What the
Trockadero does gleefully is expose . the
underbelly of ballet by coming to the edge
of perfection and dipping their toeshoes into the abyss of ordinariness. A lift will be
done in "Swan Lake" to reveal the
ballerina's spread legs as she floats above
her partner. The corps will flip the back of
their tutus in the audience's face. In the
midst of the mo~t passionate duet, the
ballerina will examine her tights for a run.

continued on page 10
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' Portland Stage on Cloud Nine

Pilobolus Dance Theatre
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If the Trocks whetted your appetite for dance , get ready for one of the most unique
dance troupes in existence today , the Pilobolus Dance Theater. They will be appearing
on Saturday, April 13 at 8:00 at Portland City Hall Auditorium.
Pilobolus - named after a photoropic fungus that grows on horse manure - is totally
..-,
untraditional dance. It is as much acrobatics, gymnastics and 'theater as it is " dance " .
C/J
Its use of sound, light, and combined body forms is completely new. Time Magazine
.µ
H
said, " The startling truth is that Pilobolus entangles human bodies in ways that no one
;::)
has ever seen before. "
u
Pilobolus uniqueness stems from the fact that the original troupe members were not
trained as dancers. They were men - the troupe now contains women - whose experience with movement was as athletes before they took a dance ·class at Dartmouth
College in the early 70s. The manner in which the dances are created also breaks with
tradition. Danc_es are choreographed collectively by all the dancers rather than by an
0
aFtistic director. At one time the troupe lived and worked communally on a farm in Ver.µ
... 0
mont and today most of them stiU-Iive near each ·other in Connecticut.
One Pilobolus piece, " Untitled" has been called a "comic , Freudian, dreamlike excursion into personal relationships" : Two Victorian ladies dressed in long gowns cir,culate gravely as if at a garden party. Suddenly they gain five feet iQ hefght, lifted by
men concealed beneath their skirts. ,wo top-hatted dandies court them, but in the end
the· suitors are rejected in favor of the (naked) men concealed beneath their skirts. If that isn' t enough to convince you of Pilobolus' ability to crash boundaries, here
is how Moses Pendleton , an o'i-igin'itl. troupe member, describes a piece they did ~n their
Vermont farm: "We used to give large improvisationa1 performances_~ith 50 head of
Holstein cattle . We developed a way to spook them and as a climax we wo1,1ld send them .
in a stampede down the hill toward the audience." Cows in City Hall? Don' t miss it.
~ Tickets at $7, $10, $13 , and $16 are available from the Portland Concert Association
at 262 Cumberland ~ve. in the back of the City Hall building or by calling 772-8630.
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Movie Review: Harvey Milk
by Skip Brusbaber_
The Times of Harvey Milk is a documentary about the charismatic Harvey Milk, the··
first openly gay elected official in the U.S. This emotional and poignant film is narrated
by playwrite/actor Harvey Fiersteip..
,
The film opens with Supervisor, now San Francisco Mayor, Diane Feinstein~s an- ·
.nouncement to the press that Mayor Moscone and Supervisor Milk have been shot and
killed. The suspect is Supervisor Dan White. From this emotional begi11ning the"film
traces the short, but brilliant political career of Harvey Milk from his middle class beginnings on Long Island to Wall Street to Broadway and finally to_The Gay Mecca, San
Francisco. In San Francisco, Milk opens a camera shop on Castro Street. He becomes
politically active and proclaims himself' ·~ayor of Castro Street.' ' Milk runs for City
Supervisor in 1973 unsuccessfully. Even though he is not elected, he emerges as an ariiculate political figure representing the gay and lesbian populace. In 1977, he is elec~ed
th San Francisco's Board of Supervisors. He becomes a strong force in that city's politics.
He represents not only the gays and lesbians, but all the people of his district.
The man Harvey Milk is depicted in interviews and through the memories of his friends
and colleagues. The humanity and dignity of this man comes through to the viewer,easi!Y. Most of ajl we realize ·that he cared passionately and diligently . We are also made
to realize lh.at he wasn't perfect. He possessed a hot temper, he could be unreasonable,
aild he was ever the showman.
. The film portrays the senselessness of the violence inflicted on Mayor Moscone, Harvey
Milk , and the people of San Francisco. The travesty of justice when Dan ·White is given
a short sentence for manslaughter is shown. The problem is that the viewer is not given
enough facts and details about the trial. The ridiculous Twinkie defense (manslaughter
under the influence of junk food) is mentioned fleetingly. Dan White's tie-in with the
police force is hardly mentioned at all. The viewer fecls the frustration and anger, but
we need all the facts .
All in all, this is a fine film about a great man. The memories of those who knew
and love Harvey Milk are a tribute to his greatness. We must remember Harvey Milk,
but we must also remember Dan· White.
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Beginning March first Portland Stage
Company will present Caryl Churchill's
comedy ''Cloud 9' '. With total disregard for
time and gender the play takes its audience
to deepest Africa in 1880 and forward one
hundred years. The characters make up a
British colonial family overwhelmed by their
own Victorian valu~s. Men play women;
women play men; whifes play blacks and the
daughter is a dummy . Confused? It's all in-

tended to present the ridiculousness of life's
rules for what they really are. Find out for
yourself March 1 to 17. Tuesday through
Thursday at 7:30 PM; Friday at 8:00 PM;
Saturday at 5:00 and 9:00 PM; Sunday at
2 PM. A little role reversal can only make
tedious March that much more gay .
P.S . Don 't forget Our Paper/GPA Night
at the Saturday ; March 2 9; 00 -P..erformance
of Cloud 9. Four dollars off all seats with
a coupon from the February Our Paper.

continued from page 9 "- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·
This is the essence of the comedy involved,
not simply men in ehJborate dresses and
tights . Their version of "Swan Lake"
makes all the elements of the original that
seem silly even more hysterical. The group
dancers were particularly wonderful - the
" girls " hopping onstage in arabesque ,
backstroking through formations like a
shooting gallery . Later, this image is reinforced .when one drops to the floor to lie
momentarily in repose .
As mentioned earlier, I saw "Don Quixote Pas De Deux' ' in rehearsal. I enjoyed
the simple seriousness of two men trying to
get through this incredibly difficult series of
variations. The performance version was
marred for me by the over acting of the
ballerina and some fairly lame dancing by
her consort. I've seen more than, one pair
of dancers do this ballet, a real show-off
- number. That rehearsal was the best yet.
Ruth St. Denis made a career from her
own charisma as a dancer and presenting
vaguely ethnic dance in pageant form. From
all accounts, her choreographic talent was
very small and the Trockadero versions of
her material attest to the thinness. The most
exciting dance and tl!e one ~ve~g the most
space was a vivaciously ·danced Siamese
number. The ' 1Nautch", basically an ,East
Indian prostitute c1ance; was pretty terrifical-

ly done , too . This section of the program
ended with the " Dying. Swan", coughing
and tripping ·her way to eternity. Her
pathetic tutu molting , she ended in a series
of bows ·that was not to be believed. Long
after the audience had stopped applauding,
she was plucking her poor heart out for a
hand.
The final ballet was " To the Fairest" , and
choreographic credit was given · to Ms.
Turell. The production was wonderfully
tacky and right. The corps was dressed as
sheep and three goddesses competed for an
apple of gold dropped into ·the lap of a
· shepherd.At one point, one ofthe_goddesses
gives a golden purse to the shepherd. There
it was on stage, a man with shoulder length
blond hair skipping and swinging a purse.
The dancing in this ballet was not particularly good from a technical standpoint, which
I found mildly disturbing. The audience
would likely look upon sloppy dancing as
another attempt at humor, when it's really
just bad technique. But I tend to see dancing from a different vantage point because
that is what I do. Having this comparly here
was a learning experience for me. However
appalled or puzzled or delighted members
of the audience were, they were never
bored. The one thing the Trockaderos will
never do is bore.

' \

Announcement-

continued from page 7
Most of the tests and procedures used for
diagnosis actually diagnose the opportunistic
diseases caused by AIDS , rather than AIDS
itself. Blood cell counts can rule out the
AIDS-associated immune deficiency , or
they can determine that further tests are required. These tests are not routinely
available and are very expensive. There is
also a blood test for the presence of HTL VIll antibodies . HTLV-Ill is a virus dusely
associated with AIDS ; it is found in a large
percentage of AIDS patients. The presence
of the antibody is not a diagnosis of AIDS .
People participating in HTL V-III antibody
research should be fully aware that the
significance of having or not having the antibody is unknown.
Since the cause of AIDS is undetermined ,
so is a treatment or cure. Treatments for the
various opportunistic diseases are available .
After successful treatment, however, people with AIDS remain susceptible to new infections and cancers.
The key to AIDS control is prevention .
A San Francisco-based organization, the
Bay · Area Physicians for Human Rights
(BAPHR), has proposed the clearest and
most comprehensive guidelines for the gay
community. The guidelines address precautions to be taken in sexual activity whete
body fluids are exchanged. BAPHR reminds
people that the greater the number of different people one has ~ex with, the greater
the risk of contracting STDs., including
AIDS. Anonymous sex with multiple partners, especially when accompanied by drug
use that alters pain appreciation, is seen as
the most dangerous combination of factors
contributing to AIDS. BAPHR makes the
following suggestions regarding sexual
activity :

*Anal intercourse has been associated
with AIDS and is considered a high risk
activity. Condom use by the inserting
partner is advised; this minimizes the
chance of infection which occurs at the
sight of tiny cuts in the easily damaged
rectal lining. Condoms also protect both
partners agains( many other STDs.
*Fisting is statistically related to AIDS
transmission. Through trauma to rectal
tissue, germs enter the receptive partner's bloodstream. The inserter's hand
is also exposed to fecal germs and blood
(in the presence of rectal injury).
*Rimming, or oral-anal sex, puts the active partner at high risk for swallowing
fecal germs. The receiving partner may
also absorb the partner's saliva through
tiny cuts in the anal lining. This practice
is associated with several other infections, such as amebiasis , giardiasis,
shigellosis, and worms. Most literature
recommends the avoidance of oral-anal
sex.
*Oral sex (fellatio) is probably a low-risk
activity, if there are no cuts or sores on
the penis and mouth. It is important that
the insertive partner not come in the
receptive partner 's mouth . · If this is
unavoidable, not swallowing the semrn
is the next best approach. Fellatio after
anal sex is not recommended; it carries
the same risk as rimming.
*Watersports can involve the exchange of
body fluid; testing and swallowing urine
should be avoided. On unbroken skin,
urine presents little risk.
*Kissing is probably risk free as long as
:1either partner has sores or cuts on the
:nouth, lips or tongue . Researchers have

·nixed opinions on the risk involved in kissng. Further, in the presence of oral sores
.rnd cuts, kissing should be avoided because
it can spread other infections. like herpes.
*Mutual masturbation is considered riskfree, so as for jacking-off, go for it.
Some other precautions are 1) avoid sharing personal items like razors, toothbrushes,
sex toys and douche equipment, 2) refrain
from intravenous drug use, 3) decrease the
number of sexual partners, 4) have regular
check-ups, exercise, eat right , get plenty of
sleep and limit drug use . It is not necessary
to have sex Jess frequently; it is multiple
partners, not frequent sex, that is risky.
Most importantly, if you think you have
AIDS , avoid the exchange of bodily fluids ,
do not donate blood , and immediately see
a health professional who is familiar with
AIDS .
. AIDS has created the demand for a large
degree of social and community responsibility. The responsibility includes emotional and
financial support for people with AIDS and
AIDS-related disorders, strong community
networking, research , and referral services .
Because of the stigma and hysteria attending
the "gay epidemic," education for health
professionals and the community at large is
imperative. There are resources available in ·
Maine:
Portland STD Clinic (for health info only) 775-5451
Gay Health Action Committee (for other
info or to volunteer)
PO Box 10723 , Portland , ME 04104
The Gay Health Action Committee can
put you in touch with other resources.

On May 18, the Boston Gay Men's
Chorus is coming to Maine. The SO member
chorus will present a varied musical pro. gram at 8:00 pm in the South Parish Congregational Church, 9 Church St., Augusta.
Members of the Chorus will be spending
Saturday night in Augusta following the concert. At this point, we are urgently in need
of housing for the members of the chorus.
It is our hope that the gay and lesbian community in the Augusta area will be able to
provide this housing and also.offer housing
to gays .and lesbians from other parts of the
state who might otherwise be unable to attend the concert.
If you live in the greater Augusta area and
might be willing to provide housing, please
call Harold Booth at 623-8383 or Steve
Greenberg at 622-2332.

WHAT HAPPENED
WOMYN'S DANCE?

TO

THE

I've heard from several womyn today that
they showed up for the dance at the Friends
Meeting House and nobody was there! It is
true that if you showed up after 9: 15 I had
gone. I set up at 7:30 and waited ... and
waited ... and waited. Finally at 9 p.m. I said
to myself if there ain't nobody here I'm gonna go find me a party! So at 9 p .m. I packed
it up and went looking for a good time.
(Believe me when I've gotten a babysitter
and I'm out on the town I ain't waitin'
around while the meter's tickin'!)
The next dance will be held MARCH
16th, at the FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE
from 9 p .m. until midnight. If you are really interested in having a chemical free place
to boogie - show up! I'm looking for a
good time too!
Ginny LaCrow

LJ~GERBRBldND
·
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Sprir1g St., Portland, Me.

773-3315

·
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FOOR YEARS OLD
Come to the week-long Birthday Celebration!
) -

Sun., .Mar. IO.Mon., .Mar. 11 -

Flick & Company
Special Celebration-$5.00 gets you all you can
legally drink ( alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages)

Tues., .Mar. 12-

Give-away Night-4 pairs of tickets to the
Nickelodeon Cinema.a~e up for grab~!

Wed., .Mar. 13-

The Great American Strip-Off!
FORT LAUDERDALE NIGHT- a fundraiser for
Our Paper and Gay Pe~ple's Alliance. TriP.s for 2 . to FL
Lauderi:lale, New York Cit!J, and Boston wlll be awarded
along with lots of other. pnzes. (Drawings at 11 :00 pm)
Don't miss the free feast at the decadent trQPical
buffet~all night/ Breakoutyoursunglasses & beach ball
and vacation wtth us!
.
It's the Onderground's FACELIFT PARlY!

Thurs., .Mar. 14-

l~ri..-S Sat.,
.Mar. 15-16Sun., .Mar. 17 - ·

Check out our new look.

.

:Everypne's Irish today at our ''Po!;o-gold
at th~ .~nc;l of the rainbow party!
OUR PAPER
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LESBIGAY NETWORK
Bangor Area Gay-Lesbian-Straight
Coalition
(BAGLSC) P.O. Box 1805, Bangor, ME
.04401.
989-3306
Bangor INTERWEAVE
P.O. Box 8008
Bangor, ME 04401
Bates Gay/Straight Alliance
Bates College
Lewiston 04240
Bowdoin Gay /Straight Alliance
Bowdoin College
Brunswick 04011
Central Maine Gay/Lesbian Awareness ·
Coalition
P.O. Box 7917
Lewiston, Me. 04240
Feminist Spiritual Community
c/o State St. Church
159 State St.
Portland 04101
Free To Be ·Group
Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous
P.O. Box 215
Augusta, Me. 04330
Fredericton Lesbians and Gays
Box 1556, Station A
Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada

Gay Health Action Committee
P.O. Box 10723
Portland 04104
Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous
c/o First Parish Unitarian Church
425 Congress St.
Portland 04101 .
GLM (Gais et Lesbiennes de Moncton)
C.P. 7102
Riverview, N.B., Canada
Gay Parents Support Group
780-4085 or 772-4741
Portland
Gay People' s Alliance
92 Bedford St.
Portland 04102
780-4085

Seacoast Gay Men
P.O. Box 1394
Portsmouth, NH 03801

Lesbian/Gay Committee
Me. Chapter Nat'I Assoc. of Social
Workers
780-4120

UMF/Gay and Straight People's Alliance
(G.A.S.P.)
UMF .
Farmington, Me. 04938

Maine Health Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 7329 DTS
Portland 04112
Maine Lesbian Feminists
P.O. Box 125
Belfast 04915

USM Women's Forum
University of Southern Maine
94 Bedford St.
Portland 04103

Northen Lambda Nord
P.O. Box 990
Caribou 04736
NLN Gay Phoneline 896-5888

Wilde-Stein Club
Memorial Union
University of Maine - Orono
Orono 04469

OUR PAPER
P.O. Box 10744
Portland 04101

Web Work
Box 131-D
Calais 04619

Greater Bangor NOW
P.O. Box 8026
Bangor, Me. 04401
Greater Portland N.O.W.
P.O. Box 4012 Station A
Portland 04101
Harbor Masters Inc.
P.O. Box 4044
Portland, Me. 04101

Meetings
Greater Bangor NOW - last Wednes·
day of the month, Bangor Public
Library, Bangor, 7 pm, 989-3306 for
information.

SUNDAYS

LAGO-SJ (Lesbian and Gay Organization Saint John)
Box 6494, Stn. A, Saint John
N.B., Canada E2L 4R9

CALENDAR

Northern Lambda Nord - last Sunday
of the month - business meeting, 1:00
pm, followed by a potluck.

Bowdoin Gay-Straight Alliance . first
and third Wednesdays when colle~e is in
session, 7:30, Chase Barn Chamber call
729-8591.
'

Wilde-Stein Club - every Sunday, 7:00
South Bangor Lounge, second fl?or,

!!!!'!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~~!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~~~~~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!d pm,

"°·

~:~~~al

Sunday, March 3
Legislative tea in Aroostook County .

Sunday, March 24
Women Outdoors leadership training
Discussion: personal accounts of violence workshop, call 774-4044 .
and discrimination, Lesbian Support/DiscusPotluck, Lesbian Support/Discussion
sion Group, 92 Bedford St. , USM, Portland,
Group, meet at 92 Bedford St., Portland,
6:00 pm
6:00.

-~

Thursday, March 7
AIDS anxiety group, at Our Books, 4 Pine Wednesday, March 27
Women Outdoors - slide presentation of
St. , PortIand , 7 :00 .
New Zeal~nd trip, call 774-4044.
Friday, March 8
Discussion on bisexuality, Gay People's Friday, March 29
Massage workshop, Gay People's
Alliance, 92 Bedford St., Portland, USM ,
Alliance,
92 Bedford St., USM, Portland,
7:00.
7:00.
.
"Feminism and the Peace Movement",
Portland Public Library , 4:00, reception at Saturday, March 30
Boogie Bash dance jam, People's
YWCA at _6:00, International Women's
Building, 155 Brackett St., Portland, 9:30
Banquet at YWCA at 7:00.
to 12:30, caU-781-3318 .
·
Sunday, March 10
Ice skating party, Lesbian Sup- Sunday, March 31
Dinner theater at Papa Joe's, 80 Water
port/Discussion Group , meet 92 Bedford
St.,
Augusta, dinner at 6:30, show at 7:30,
St. , Portland, 6:00.
advance tickets only :
Women Outdoors - snow shoeing at
"Romance and Dating", open discussion,
Pleasant Mt., call 774-4231 .
Lesbian Support/Discussion Group, 92 BedSaturday, March 16
ford St. , Portland , 6:00.
Womyn ' s Dance, Friends Meeting
House , 1837 Forest Ave., Portland .
Coming Soon ...

.

Union,

Brunswick Men 's Support Group,
second and fourth Wednesdays when
Bowdoin is in session, 7:30, call Curt or
Steve, 729-8591 , for location.

Univ. of Mame,

Lesbian Support/Discussion
Group: Tired of the bar scene? Come to
a meeting, 6-8 PM at 92 Bedford St.,
U.S.M. All women in the community
welcome. Sponsored by Women's Forum
and GPA.
.
MONDAYS

THURSDAYS
Lesbian/ Gay Alcoholics Anonymous every Thursday, discussion meetin g at 8
pm, l:nitarian Church, Main St.,
Bangor . ..

Feminist Spiritual Community - every
Monday, 7 pm, State Street Church,
Portland.

Gay/Lesh+an Alcoholics Anonymous every Thursday, step meeting, 7:30 pm,
First P.arish Unitarian Universalist
Church, 425 Congress St., Portland.

C.M.G./L.A.C., 8:30 pm, 2 Bates St.
(second floor), Lewiston.

CMG/ LAC rap sessions, 2 Bates St.
(second floor), Lewiston.
UMF Gay and Straight People's Alliance
(G.A .S.P.) - every Thursday at 3:30 ,
Fireside Lounge, Student Center, Univ. of
ME., Farmington

Seacoast Gay Men - every Monday , 7-9
p.m. (except 1st Monday and holidays).
Unitarian Universalist Church, 292 State
St., Portsmouth, NH (side door basement) ,
call Mark 207-646-2748

FRIDAYS

Bangor Area Gay-Lesbian-Straight Coalition
(BAGLSC), alternate Mondays, 7:30 - 9:30,
Unitarian Church, 126 Union St., Bangor

"Free To Bee" Gay/ Lesbian Alcoholicf,
Anonymous - every Friday, 7:30 to 8:30,
All Souls Unitarian Church, 11 King St.,
Augusta.

The Gay Parents Support Group meets
Monday 1 evenings at 7:00 pm, at the
USM Student Union, 92 Bedford St.,
Portland. For further information call
(207) 780-4085 or (207) 772-4741.

Gay People's Alliance - every Friday, 7
pm, 92 Bedford St., Portland - open
meetings.
Alcoholics Anonymous - every Friday,
8-9:30 p.m . Gays Together in Sobriety
(open discuss ion). Unitarian Universalist
Church , 292 State St. , Portsmouth , NH

TUESDAYS
Greater Portland N.O.W. - fourth Tuesday of the month, Y.W.C.A., 87 Spring
St., Portland, 7:30 pm.

SATURDAYS

Saturday, April 20
Alcoholics Anonymous - Gays in
" Clean, Gay and Sober" dance, USM,
Gay Pride Masquerade Ball, Lewiston Sobriety - every Tuesday, 7:30 pm,
Portland.
Multi-Purpose Center, 145 Birch St., tickets First Parish Unitarian ·Universalist
$3 . each, $5 . per couple, advance sales Church, 425 Qongress St., Portland.
The Gang Show at Cycles.
only .
Our Paper staff meeting - every Tues·
Sunday, March 17
day, 7:30 pm, Our Books, 4 Pine St.,
Women Outdoors cross country skiing
Portland. New members are welcome.
trip, call 781-4104.
WEDNESDAYS
Discussion of Symposium plans, Lesbian
Fredericton Lesbians and Gays (FLAG) Support/Discussion Group , -92 Bedford St. ,
second Wednesday of the month Portland, 6:00.
Fredericton, N.B. , Canada

EUCIOUS _H OMEMADE BAGE
Breakfast- Light Lunches.- Ice Cream

EmaJ. Koch
AHomey Ai Law

185 Middle Street
P.O. Bos 7685
'Portland, Maine 0411?

Interweave Bangor - third Saturday of
the month, Unitarian Church, Main St.,
6 pm, potluck a nd meeting.
Gay/ Lesbian Al-Anon - every Satur·
day, 8 pm, First Parish Unitarian
Universalist Church, 425 Congress St.,
Portland.
Free To Be . Gay/ Lesbian Alcohol~cs
Anonymous, every Saturday, 8:00 pm,
The House, 60 Oak St. (corner Blake),
Lewiston.

wrry William;cn
117 Middle Sawet

Portand, Kaine
011101
'772-01153

General Pnedce
F~Law
Caliplete And c:aiprehenlli1111 booklceepin&

(207) 774... 4322

At low, r,a.a5"Cno\ble Ntea

services

